
STATE OF MAINE 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION    Docket No.  2003-389 
 
         February 18, 2004 
 
YORK WATER DISTRICT                ORDER 
Request for Approval of Agreement/Contract 
With Center for Wildlife 
 

WELCH, Chairman; DIAMOND and REISHUS, Commissioners 
 

Summary of Order 
 
 We allow the York Water District (District) to lease 13.2 acres of land purchased 
for watershed protection to the Center for Wildlife for a term of 20 years.   
 
Procedural History 
 
 On June 2, 2003, the York Water District filed with the Commission its petition for 
lease of 13.2 acres of watershed protection land to the Center for Wildlife (Center).  The 
Lease agreement is dated May 14, 2003 and has been signed by the Presidents of the 
District and the Center.  On February 13, 2004, the District filed a revision to page 1 of 
the lease changing the term of the lease from 50 years to 20 years. 
 
Background 
 
 On April 4, 1994, the Commission approved the lease of 5.5 acres of District land 
situated on the easterly side of Mountain Road, York, Maine, to the Center.  The Center 
is a non-profit corporation that rescues, rehabilitates and then releases injured birds and 
other small animals.  The Center proposed to erect a treatment station and outdoor 
flight cages on the land.  The original lease was for an initial term of 15 years at an 
annual base rent of $200. 
 
 The proposed lease is for a total of 13.2 acres (the 5.5 acres in the earlier lease 
plus 7.7 additional acres) and is for a term of 20 years.  The base annual rent shall be 
$200 for years 1 through 5; $220 for years 6 through 10; $242 for years 11 through 15; 
and $266.20 for years 16 through 20.  
 
 The land in question is situated at a remote corner of the District’s property, 
approximately 3,500 feet from the nearest shoreline of Chase’s Pond, a District 
reservoir.  There are school tours of the Center for educational purposes, and the 
District has display space available in the treatment building to promote conservation 
and resource protection.  The Center is staffed eight hours a day, seven days per week 
which will help the District monitor other activities in that portion of the watershed.  
Under the terms of the lease, the District will be able to evaluate the Center’s activities 
to protect water quality and determine the Center’s impact, if any, on water resources.   
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Conclusion  
 
 Under 35-A M.R.S.A. §1101, a public utility must secure an order of authorization 
from the Commission before it may lease any part of its property that is necessary or 
useful in the performance of its duties to the public.  The District has applied for 
authorization to lease this land because its watershed property is useful in the 
performance of its duties.  Considering both the distance of the property to be leased 
from Chase’s Pond, and the protection rights that the District has retained under the 
terms of the lease, the Commission will approve the lease because it appears to be in 
the best interest of the ratepayers of the water system. 
 
 Accordingly, we 
 

O R D E R 
 

 1. That this Commission authorizes and approves the lease by the York 
Water District to the Center for Wildlife of approximately 13.2 acres of land situated on 
the easterly side of Mountain Road, York, Maine, together with a 50 wide right-of-way to 
the property of a term of 20 years.  The lease is attached Exhibit A. 

 
2. That an attested copy of this order shall be sent to David Michniewicz, 

Superintendent, York Water District, P.O. Box 447, York, Maine   03909-0447. 
 

 
 

Dated at Augusta, Maine, this 18th day of February, 2004. 
 

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 
 

_______________________________ 
    Dennis L. Keschl 

Administrative Director 
 
COMMISSIONERS VOTING FOR: Welch  
      Diamond  
      Reishus 
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NOTICE OF RIGHTS TO REVIEW OR APPEAL 
 
 5 M.R.S.A. § 9061 requires the Public Utilities Commission to give each party 
to an adjudicatory proceeding written notice of the party's rights to review or appeal of 
its decision made at the conclusion of the adjudicatory proceeding.  The methods of 
review or appeal of PUC decisions at the conclusion of an adjudicatory proceeding are 
as follows: 
 
 1. Reconsideration of the Commission's Order may be requested under 

Section 1004 of the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure (65-407 
C.M.R.110) within 20 days of the date of the Order by filing a petition with the 
Commission stating the grounds upon which reconsideration is sought. 

 
 2. Appeal of a final decision of the Commission may be taken to the Law 

Court by filing, within 30 days of the date of the Order, a Notice of Appeal with 
the Administrative Director of the Commission, pursuant to 35-A M.R.S.A. 
§ 1320(1)-(4) and the Maine Rules of Appellate Procedure. 

 
 3. Additional court review of constitutional issues or issues involving the 

justness or reasonableness of rates may be had by the filing of an appeal with 
the Law Court, pursuant to 35-A M.R.S.A. § 1320(5). 

 
Note: The attachment of this Notice to a document does not indicate the Commission's 

view that the particular document may be subject to review or appeal.  Similarly, 
the failure of the Commission to attach a copy of this Notice to a document does 
not indicate the Commission's view that the document is not subject to review or 
appeal. 

 


